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SUBJECT: PORT VISIT TO CURFU CANCELLED BY DEMONSTRATORS 

1. PORT VISIT TO CORFU BY USS BYRD, SCHEDULED FOR 
JANUARY 17-31, WAS CANCELLED JANUARY 27 AT REQUEST OF GOG, 
TO WHICH EMBASSYACCEDED. BYRD VISIT WOULD HAVE BEEN FIRST 
SUCH VISIT BY NON-HOMEPORTED US NAVY UNIT SINCE PRIOR TO 
ERUPTION OF CYPRUS CRISIS IN JULY 1974. IT FOLLOWED TWO 
EARLIER DENIALS BY GOG OF REQUEST PORT VISITS, ONE FOR 
ELEFISIS (BY A NON-HOMEPORTED UNIT) IN OCTOBER 1974 AND ONE 
FOR PATRAS IN DECEMBER 1974. 

2. AS REPORTED BY GOG AND PRESS, GROUP OF DEMONSTRATORS 
GATHERED ON CORFU WATERFRONT JAN 27 WITH OBJECTIVE OF 
DENYING CREW OF BYRD ABILITY TO COME ASHORE. TWO OFFICERS 
FROM BYRD, WHO REPORTED TO HAVE COME IN TO MAKE ARRANGE- 
MENTS FOR TOURS, ETC. WERE UNABLE TO GET OFF LANDING AND 
HAD TO RETURN TO SHIP. DEMONSTRATORS THREATENED ACTION 
AGAINST SHIP IF IT HAD NOT DEPARTED BY 1700. ALUSNA WAS 
CALLED TO HELLENIC NAVAL HEADQUARTERS AND INFORMED OF 
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CONSULTATION WITH PM CARAMANLIS, THE USS BYRD DEPARTED 
CORFU. 

3. LATER REPORTS INDICATE THAT DEMONSTRATORS INCREASED 
TO 10,000 AND THE 60 YEAR OLD GREEK MAN, WHO WAS INJURED 
EARLIER IN DAY HAD DIED. PRESS ALSO REPORTS THE ORGANIZERS 
OF DEMONSTRATION HAD SENT MESSAGE TO GOG STATING THAT 
DEMONSTRATION HELD IN PROTEST AGAINST "THE ANTI-GREEK 
POLICY OF THE U.S. ADMINISTRATION, AND NOT AGAINST THE 
AMERICAN PEOPLE." 

4. COMMENT. "ORGANIZERS OF DEMONSTRATION" EVIDENTLY 

HAD DONE THEIR WORK WELL BEFOREHAND AND ARE MOST LIKELY 
FROM LEFT OF GREEK POLITICAL SPECTRUM, WITH PASOK AS THE 
LEADING SUSPECT. WE HAD HOPED WITH COOPERATION OF US 
NAVY COMMANDS GRADUALLY TO RESUME PORT VISITS IN GREECE 
FOLLOWING HIATUS OF SIX MONTHS CREATED BY CYPRUS CRISIS 
AND REACTION TO IT IN GREECE. 

5. UNDER MINISTER TO THE PRIME MINISTER LAMBRIAS HAS 
INFORMED PAO THAT HE WILL GIVE PRESS BRIEFING THIS 
EVENING (JAN. 27) AND WILL ATTEMPT TO "PUT MATTER IN 
PERSPECTIVE." HE IMPLIED THIS WAS AT CARAMANLIS' 

REQUEST AND SUGGESTED THAT EMBASSY MEANWHILE REFRAIN 
FROM COMMENT. PAO ADVISED LAMBRIAS THT IN RESPONSE 

TO QUERY FROM AP HE HAD ALREADY CONFIRMED THAT BYRD 
VISIT CANCELLED "AT REQUEST OF GOG." LAMBRIAS ACCEPTED 
THIS BUT REPEATED THAT HE WOULD EXPRESS GOG VIEWS 
TONIGHT. HE COMMENTED THAT PRIME MINISTER WAS CONCERNED 
ABOUT TENDENCY OF SOME SEGMENTS OF GREEK PUBLIC TO BLAME 
USG INDISCRIMINATELY FOR GREEK REVERSES AND WANTED TO 
CALM ATMOSPHERE SO THAT EPISODES LIKE CORFIOTE REACTION 
TO BYRD VISIT DID NOT RECUR. 
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